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28Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and 
John and James and went up on the mountain to pray.  29And as he was 
praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became 
dazzling white. 30And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and 
Elijah, 31who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and those who were with 
him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw 
his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33And as the men were 
parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good that we are here. 
Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah"— not knowing what he said. 34As he was saying these things, a 
cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they 
entered the cloud. 35And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is 
my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!" 36And when the voice had 
spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in 
those days anything of what they had seen.

Whether we have seen it or not, the movie Avatar has drawn a lot of 
attention.  It’s controversial.  Those who have seen it either love it or hate 
it.  That kind of response to a film usually attracts even more people.  
They’ve seen the previews, the movie trailers, they’ve heard the opposing 
opinions.  Now, they want to see the film for themselves and make up 
their own minds.
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The same is true in regards to the events that occurred in ancient Israel.  
Many people still travel to the Holy Land.  They go there for various 
reasons.  But I think one reason tourists go there is that we wish we 
could see for ourselves the events that happened there and make up 
our own minds. 

We might take a little comfort, then, in knowing that even those who 
were there in ancient times did not comprehend what they were seeing.  
They had difficulty putting into words what they were seeing.  When 
Peter, James, and John saw Jesus transfigured, Peter said to Jesus,  “Master, 
it is good that we are here.  Let us make three tents, one for You and one 
for Moses and one for Elijah – not knowing what he said.” (Luke 9:33)

So much for seeing for ourselves and making up our own minds.  What 
people do comprehend today without seeing those events is that there is 
a God.  They understand that God exists.  They may even have 
experienced God’s love in some personal way.  Or they just know of 
Israel’s long and bloodied effort to follow God, to live righteously, to hold 
to their treasured faith: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
One.  Moses and Elijah appearance at Jesus’ Transfiguration reminds us of 
that long and bloodied effort.

Through one or all of these, people draw the conclusion that they too 
should follow the one God and live righteously.  That must be the right 
way to God.  That’s our vision, too.  So, we desire to keep alive this 
ministry here in the inner city.  We desire to sustain the work of our food 
pantry and our efforts to help make this neighborhood safe and strong.  
We believe those are ways to follow God and live righteously. 

And when we do that, when we make love and kindness and forgiveness 
the laws by which we live, that’s precisely when we begin to comprehend 
that this is not the right way to God.  For it’s when we strive to follow 
God and live righteously that we discover how unreliable our intentions 
are.  And that we are piling up debts we cannot pay. 

That’s what Peter, James, John and the other disciples began to see. 
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 At first, they didn’t understand what Jesus meant when He said that He 
would give His life as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:45)  All they knew 
was that they wanted to follow Him as their teacher, their rabbi.  They 
intended to be faithful in that endeavor.  

But they abandoned Him and fled.  They betrayed Him and denied 
knowing Him even after having see Him transfigured.  They had piled up a 
debt they were incapable of paying. 

When Jesus was then tortured and nailed to a cross, to many it was proof 
that He could not be God.  He could not be what He claimed.  But to 
others it was the deepest revelation of God’s Nature: an almighty God 
that at the same time is a boundless love so great He allowed Himself to 
be trampled upon and sacrificed to pay the debt we couldn’t pay. 

That’s the meaning of Jesus’ Transfiguration that at the time Peter could 
not comprehend.  If he had, he wouldn’t have tried to keep Jesus up on 
that mountain living in a tent.  In Jesus’ Transfiguration, Peter, James, and 
John were allowed to see the Almighty God right before their eyes.  The 
One who set the moon and stars in place, for whom nebula and galaxies 
are but specks of dust in sunlight, revealed Himself to them.  

Transfigured. Dazzling white. 

That’s why Jesus had spoken to them again and again about His suffering 
and dying.  If He had meant to come and destroy the Roman oppressors 
He would have come in all that dazzling power and glory.  As it was, God 
had laid aside that power and glory, come as a man, Jesus of Nazareth.  
Come as a man to be trampled upon and sacrificed to become the bridge 
that is the way to God.  To give His life as a ransom for many.  To pay the 
debt of their unreliable intentions as well as ours.

And what would lead Peter to finally comprehend that and enable Him to 
follow Jesus the rest of his life?  Something that he saw with his own eyes 
and made his own mind up about it?  
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No.  It was an extraordinary attention getter and I don’t mean the 
Transfiguration.  But it was mentioned on that mountain.  

This is My Son.  Listen to Him.  

It would be the simple words of Jesus that opened Peter’s eyes and ears 
to truly follow God.  He opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures.(Luke 24:45)  The Holy Spirit will bring all these things to your 
remembrance.(John 14:26)  The Word of God seems so small.  We wish 
instead we could see the events.  But it’s the Words about Jesus paying 
our debt that is the extraordinary attention getter. 

At a small private school the seventh grade girls were beginning to 
experiment with makeup.  The mirror in the girls’ restroom was perfect 
for reapplying lipstick.  How well the school custodian knew this.  Every 
night when he would go in to clean the girls’ restroom, he would find 
dozens of little lip prints all over the mirror.  The girls would apply their 
lipstick, then press their lips to make it perfect.  Every night he cleaned 
them off.  Every day the lip prints were back again.  Something had to be 
done. 

So, one day the principal led all of the seventh-grade girls into the 
restroom.  There they were met by the school custodian.  The principal 
pointed out the lip prints on the mirror.  Explained that they were a 
nuisance for those who had to clean.  To show what a nuisance they were 
to clean, she asked the custodian to give a demonstration.  So, he took a 
long-handled squeegee, dipped it into a toilet, and proceeded to clean the 
mirror with it.  After that there were no more lip prints on the mirror. 

Who would have guessed that something so simple as a squeegee could 
be such an extraordinary attention getter.  Likewise, it was not this great 
event of the Transfiguration that got the disciples attention.  But 
something as simple as the Words of Jesus.  Words that still tell us He was 
trampled upon and sacrificed to pay debts we cannot pay.  

This is God’s Son. Listen to Him.

Amen
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